During the past decade, the number of recognized and/or proposed species and subspecies in the genus Campylobacter has been expanded to 17 (5, 12) . Definitive identification of campylobacters requires a variety of physiological and biochemical tests which are, for the most part, too laborious and time-consuming to be of practical value in routine diagnostic laboratories. Unlike other common clinical isolates, these organisms do not characteristically ferment or oxidize carbohydrate substrates; hence, the choices of practical tests for their identification and differentiation are relatively few (12, 17, 18) .
Recently, Mills and Gherna (9) reported that only certain Campylobacter species have the ability to hydrolyze indoxyl acetate and proposed that this substrate be used in the rapid identification of Campylobacter species. The aim of the present study was Phenotypic characterization of strains was performed by using methods previously described (6, 7, 10, 13) . The following tests were carried out: Gram staining; growth in aerobic (ambient) and microaerophilic atmospheres; growth at 25, 36, and 42°C; production of catalase and oxidase; hydrolysis of hippurate and urea; production of H2S in TSI agar, iron metabisulfite medium, and lead acetate strips; tolerance to 1% glycine, 1% bile, and 3.5% NaCl; susceptibility to nalidixic acid and cephalothin (30-,ug disks); reduction of nitrate; and anaerobic growth in trimethylamine-N-oxide. The differential reactions and characteristics used for species identification were those reviewed and tabulated by Penner (12) .
Indoxyl acetate differential disks were prepared by placing 100 sterile, blank (0.25-in. [ Our results agree with those reported by Mills and Gherna (9) for the nine species which were common to both studies. In the latter study, one of four cultures of C. cinaedi strains yielded a weakly positive reaction. In both studies, all other species were definitively positive or negative. No firm conclusions could be made for C. cinaedi or C. fennelliae, since only one strain of each species was available for our study. Conclusive evidence for the IAH characteristics of less common species in Table 1 requires that more cultures be tested; however, the virtual absence of variable reactions in our studies suggests that the ability to hydrolyze indoxyl acetate may be a valuable phenotypic marker for these organisms.
Tests for catalase activity, hippurate hydrolysis, and susceptibility to cephalothin and nalidixic acid are now routinely performed in many laboratories. However, their use-NOTES The IAH properties of "C. upsaliensis" have not been described previously (9, 12) . Our data suggest that the IAH test may also be useful in distinguishing C. cinaedi from "C. upsaliensis," especially "C. upsaliensis" variants which fail to grow at 42°C (11) . The only remaining Campylobacter species for which IAH characteristics have not been described is C. concisus (9, 12) . In a recent study of C. concisus-like organisms (E. Falsen group 22), Vandamme and colleagues (19) 
